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PAU L S C HATZ

When he died in March 1979, Paul Schatz left a rich and 

striking oeuvre. His work was entirely dedicated to bridging

the gap between the artistic and scientific activities of Man.

A large part of human suffering in the shape of war,

destruction of the environment, and the social 

gradient within society is to be attributed to this chasm

between the emotional and the cognitive-analytical

abilities of Man. The biographical impulses of his life’s

work are due to his experience as a young World 

War I volunteer at the Western front and as a student

in the revolutionary Munich of the postwar years 

between 1918 and 1922. In the humanities approach of

Rudolf Steiner he found, on the one hand, the tools 

of epistemological methodology and cognitive theory and, on the other

one, the artistic approach this required.

His discovery of the laws of inversion within geometric bodies, 

in particular that of the cube, is an expression of the mental and spiritual

revolution or inversion necessary to Man. Paul Schatz defined the 

much admired objects and inventions as ‘‘waste products’’ of his spiritual-

artistic vision. Indeed, the pedagogical value of the geometric mod-

els or the architecture to be developed from them can only be under-

stood by considering this background. Without any training of one’s 

own imagination and mental capacity, not least supported and stimulat-

ed by the idea of inversion, progress in social life would be difficult 

to achieve. 

One consequence of the inventor’s and discoverer’s activities 

are his many technical inventions. Novel clocks, ship’s engines, mixers

and agitators, motors and other technical developments strive to 

develop a machine or engineering art taking into account the needs of

the environment and Man. 

Born in Constance in 1898, Paul Schatz moved to Dornach, 

Switzerland, in 1927, where he was to spend the main part of his pro-

ductive life. A first and important success of his technical invention 

was owed to Willy A. Bachofen AG, the Basel machine factory that sold

Student. Paul Schatz in 1922 as a 
student at the University of Munich.



Sculptor. Paul Schatz as sculptor 
in the 1920s.

Cube. Paul Schatz with the 
Invertible Cube.

Workshop. Paul Schatz in his
workshop with his grandchildren.

Designing. The sketch book was 
his daily companion.



thousands of his Turbula mixers for industrial and pharmaceutical 

applications all over the world over the years. Until this came about,

there was a 20-year long battle against scepticism, criticism, and 

ignorance. The technical requirements to master mass forces and 

complex movements of the inversion kinematics resulting from 

the inversion of the cube was immense. 

Four years before he died, Paul Schatz finally established OLOID

AG. This company was to study and apply the many possibilities of 

Oloid technology. To enable this, Paul Schatz developed some new pat-

ents (CH Patent No. 500000) and prototypes but did not live to see

the economic success they would bring. These were the very develop-

ments that showed how far into the future his inventions would 

reach, not least because the technical requirements proved an addi-

tional challenge compared to the Turbula. 

Thus, Paul Schatz remained largely isolated, although he had 

become known for some of his objects and inventions in both Switzer-

land and Germany, and his merits did not find their just acclaim. 

The actual discovery of Paul Schatz and the significance of his ingenious

works and suggestions is still outstanding.

ON TH E FOU N DATION AN D TH E S OCI ETY

In 1983, the ‘‘Paul Schatz Verein’’ (Paul Schatz Association) 

was founded in Dornach, near Basel. At the beginning of 2000, all rights

of the association were transferred to the Paul Schatz Stiftung (Paul

Schatz Foundation). For our German friends and interested parties, and

for the activities within Germany, the ‘‘Deutsche Paul Schatz Gesell-

schaft’’ (German Paul Schatz Society) domiciled in Göppingen was 

established in 1991. It makes every effort to support the Swiss founda-

tion and helps realize projects in Germany. The German society 

enjoys the status of a public charity and in Switzerland, donations to

the Foundation may also be deducted from taxes. 

FOU N DATION AN D S OC I ETY TAS KS

Paul Schatz left a lot of discoveries, inventions, and manuscripts

that comprise interesting and important impulses for mathematics, 

geometry, and architecture. His contributions to mechanical engineer-



Turbula. ‘‘Twin Machine’’, manu-
factured by Willy A. Bachofen AG.

Figure-eight stirrer. Table model
of the 1940s.

Conical reverse gear. Oloid with
conical reverse drive and flow cycle.

Turbula. Table model from 
the 1950s.



ing enable the construction of plants and facilities of utmost interest to

agriculture, water treatment, and power generation. These appara-

tuses and inventions may also be used for pharmaceutical processes and

offer new vistas and prospects of industrial fabrication. Besides, his 

mathematical discoveries have a high pedagogical value, too. 

The above-mentioned fields of work provide the Foundation 

with a broad and fascinating field of activity that is divided into three 

basic parts:

ARCHIVE AND ESTATE  

The foremost and central task of the Foundation is the conserva-

tion of the archive. The respective manuscripts, diaries, letters, draw-

ings, and models as well as machines (prototypes) have to be protected

against decay and preserved. The writings in the estate have to be put 

in order, organized and made accessible to the public. From Paul Schatz’s

period as a sculptor, there also is a highly varied œuvre composed 

of sculptures and woodcuts to be put in order and safeguarded. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS

His work can be conveyed to an interested public by way of con-

ventions, exhibitions, and publications. The geometrical models, too, 

are to remain or to be made available to interested parties with the help

of professional contractual partners. In addition, a 

co-operation with other foundations and societies is to

be sought. Researchers and institutions that study 

the oeuvre of Paul Schatz or its continued develop-

ment may have their say at conventions or in writings

published by the Foundation.

EXHIBITION

The Foundation owns exhibits that depict the œuvre

of Paul Schatz and encourage beholders to actively

participate. It is the task of the Foundation to put 

these objects at the disposal of museums, schools, and other institu-

tions. These exhibits comprise, in addition to the discoveries made by

Paul Schatz, the Platonic bodies and Johannes Keppler’s objects from

Preserved. The safely archived 
written legacy.



Character head. Sculpture made 
of oak, 1920s.

Star cube. With Kepler’s stella 
octangula, Plexiglas.

Polecuboid. Invertible hall as 
gypsum model.

Cube belt. 3 inverted positions.
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which Paul Schatz deduced and derived the concept of the inversion 

of space. Besides, the Foundation is the custodian of documentation on

additional objects that are yet to be built. 

The exhibition leads the beholder by way of the beauty and 

mobility of geometric bodies to a more profound contemplation of the

puzzle of space. Today’s studies of currently active researchers 

are continually integrated into the exhibition. Researchers studying the

topics Paul Schatz focused on and working to realize and continue 

these developments will be given a forum at Foundation and Society

conventions and publications in which to present their ideas.

R E S EARC H AN D FU RTH E R D EVE LOPM E NT

Paul Schatz has accomplished a lot of new things – above all in

the field of technology and science and, in particular, in the field of 

mathematics and geometry. Some of these things only exist as sugges-

tions and proposals, as a fragment or not yet statistically proven 

research result. In particular on the topic of treating potable water and

turning it into a high-quality food and remedy, there is a high demand 

as to research as yet. Interesting studies focus on imaging methods 

(images of droplet formation, rising water columns, and crystallization,

etc.). 

The Articles of Incorporation of the Foundation or the Paul

Schatz Society are available from:
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